
WHAT IS APE?
APE is the agricultural industry body supporting farmers and 
collectors in recycling plastics used for baling, protection and 
crop growth. By far the largest use of plastics on farms.
We are backed by major plastics manufacturers, agricultu-
ral merchants, distributors and established collectors in our 
efforts to reduce the environmental damage caused by non-
re- cycled plastics.
APE is working with the existing farm collector network to 
establish a national infrastructure to support UK farmers’ 
plastics recycling. 

WHAT APE DOES:
1. Works with the industry and government to ensure    
plastics recycling is accessible for farmers 

£200 / ton HMRC packaging tax scrapped for silagewrap

Thanks to active lobbying from APE, agricultural organisa-
tions, manufacturers and collectors, the government has 
scrapped a proposed £200/t tax on silage wrap equivalent 
to £5/roll (16p/bale) of silage bale wrap.
But the challenge of dealing with agricultural plastics in 
the environment remains. Landfill, incineration, or dum-
ping are not acceptable alternatives.

2. Supports farm recycling through the APE Recycling 
Contribution:  

APE’s contribution to farmers’ recycling costs is funded 
through a small recycling contribution on new product  
sold to farmers.
This APE recycling contribution, which as an example 
amounts to just 5p/bale of silage bale wrap, delivers                   
real value to farmers.

WHAT THE APE RECYCLING CONTRIBUTION 
DELIVERS FOR FARMERS:
• Lower costs for the farmer in recycling agricultural  plas-
tics. Recycler gate fees, charged by the recyclers, are paid 
by APE – a direct saving to farmers of between £30 - £45 /t.
• APE is supporting a network of approved collectors wor-
king with farmers to get used plastics off the farms.
• Overall, the Recycling Contribution will enable APE to 
support and grow the existing farm plastics collection 
network, and therefore reduce the risk of government 
intervention which would be significantly more expensive. 

WHAT THE APE SCHEME HAS ACHIEVED SO FAR:
• Since March 2021, APE has supported the recycling of 
13,000 tons of non-packaging plastics, saving farmers over 
£800,000.
• APE has negotiated recycler fees down by 33% for 2022, 
which directly benefits farmers.
  
HOW DO YOU USE THE SCHEME?
Farmers can get in touch with a local collector who is part 
of the APE scheme. Details on how to do this are on the 
APE website: www.ape-uk.com.

HOW DO FARMERS USE THE SCHEME?
• Silage Bale Wrap
• Silage Sheeting / Cover.
• Bale Net Wrap
• Bale Twine 
• Crop Cover and Mulch Film
• Greenhouse and Tunnel film 

 
WHO’S BACKING THE SCHEME?
The scheme has the support of all the major                    
manufacturers and distributors:
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